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I don’t know about you, but I tend to fall in love
with a photo expecting everyone else to feel the
same. I show it proudly on my iPad saying “Oh,
this is the greatest shot.” Modesty is not my
strong suit. Sometimes folks politely agree while
other just respond with “uh huh.” If I put that
image in a group with others and play the “which
one do you think I should print” game with family
or friends, SOMETIMES that photograph gets
picked, but sometimes not. What gives? How
come others don’t see what I’m seeing? Is it like
showing your new baby o expecting everyone
else to see that this is the prettiest/cutest/most
extraordinary baby ever born to the human
race?
So how can I tell when a photograph is truly
good or just the “apple of my eye?” Just as no
one is going to tell me that my baby looks pretty
much like all babies and maybe not a particularly
cute one, no one is going to tell me that my
photo is just OK. Politeness dictates that they
act enthusiastically.
So I have to trick my viewers into giving me
some information. Actually the “which one to
print” game turns out to be a good way. Given a
choice of ve photographs and asked to pick
one they like (notice that I don’t use the word
“good” or “best”), I have a start. The next step,
of course, is to put them on the spot with the
question “Why?” followed up with a way out for
the viewer by adding “What part of the pic
appeals to you?” I’ve found very interesting
responses based upon the kind of “eye” my
observer has. Young people pick di erent ones
from older ones. Artistic souls pick even di erent
ones. Seldom is there a clear winner. Which
brings me back to the problem. But what it does
tell me is that beauty is clearly in the eye of the
beholder.
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One place to get feedback from folks who are
not friends or don’t know you (and hopefully
aren’t bound by the politeness convention) is to
use online review sites. These are places that let
you post an image and get feedback. Fair
warning. You might wish they were gentler, but
it’s a way to get information. One that appeals to

This view from Niagara Falls charms me. I can feel the spray
and remember the excitement of walking under the water
fall.

But then this one appears on my screen and I can't decide
which conveys the moment better.

But this one shows Niagara Falls as one expects. A
quandary.

me is from a source I’ve mentioned before:
LightStalking. This site has a Shark Tank
Feedback Forum described by them in the
following way: It enables members to
upload a shot that they know is not perfect
and get speci c feedback on what needs to
be improved. This is not the forum if you’re
just looking for praise. It’s a friendly place,
but the point is useful points that you can
improve. I called it “The Shark Tank” to
keep those nice (but ultimately useless)
comments out and encourage people to
give real advice on real improvements.
People are always friendly, but this is for
people looking for improvements rather
than just shooting the breeze about pretty
But the Maid of the Mist is almost an iconic part of the experience.
shots. Now I am not saying this is the
ultimate - sometimes I simply don’t agree
with points that a person might make, but it ALWAYS gives me speci c things to think about.
For me personally, I would say it gives me solid advice for improvements in over 90% of cases.
You might give a place like this a try. I’m going to. Just remember that it’s YOUR memory that
you recorded. If the image gives you pleasure, it’s a keeper regardless of what anyone else
thinks. So which of these shots from a long ago visit to Niagara Falls should I submit for
comment?
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And this one is so interesting with the red lookout shelf,
the spray, and the moss covered rock.
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This one pulls in some interesting components of the falls.

